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Stadler and Walker: Notes from the Editor

Notes from the Editor
By Derek Stadler and Leila Walker
We are pleased to welcome you to the first issue of the 27th volume of Urban Library
Journal. Although this issue is not themed, the topics addressed by these articles
invite us to imagine the innovations necessary to the future of our profession,
effectively extending the conversation about urban librarianship during the
pandemic that was the focus of our previous issue.
In “Embracing the Non-Traditional: Incorporating Non-Traditional Elements into
Library Identity,” Melissa Fraser-Arnott offers a compelling framework for
supporting non-traditional innovations in urban libraries. This article takes a broad
view of the oppositional definition of “non-traditional,” reminding us that CDs and
DVDs were once considered non-traditional additions to library collections and
stressing the necessity of continued evolution of the nested identities of the
profession of librarianship, the specific library, and the individual librarian. By
analyzing the theory and practice of identity and gatekeeping in librarianship, this
article provides an appropriately wide foundation for future initiatives to promote
inclusivity, diversity, and community engagement in urban libraries.
In “Prison Librarianship and LIS Schools: Is There a Career Path?” Patrick J.
Raferty, Jr., identifies how current course offerings across ALA-accredited LIS
programs limit the scope of career paths presented to students. This article begins
with a concise and salient summary of the history of prison librarianship to provide
context for the author’s original research into how effectively LIS programs prepare
students for careers in prison librarianship. As the article concludes, despite the
explosive growth of incarcerated populations in the United States, LIS programs
offer little training in prison librarianship. However, a survey of capstone projects
indicates an interest among students in prison librarianship. The disconnect
between community context, student interests, and LIS curricula that Raferty finds
can be seen as a powerful example of how the identify structures articulated by
Fraser-Arnott might be applied in practice to innovate and diversify our profession.
Finally, in “Professional Ethics and Learning Analytics: A Reflection on a CrossDepartmental Assessment Project,” Sarah B. Cohn reflects on lessons learned from
a quantitative assessment of student data performed in collaboration between
administration and library faculty. This article situates personal experience within
the context of broader considerations for user data and privacy in academic
librarianship. Without ever losing sight of the individual experience of
librarianship, this article explores the ethical challenges of navigating issues of
privacy and informed consent raised by large-scale quantitative assessments of
student data. The article concludes with appropriate ambivalence by suggesting a
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need for more transparent conversations about ethical consequences, particularly in
partnerships that extend beyond the library walls.
Each of these articles explores the ways that individual librarians negotiate their
responsibility to and identification with the library and the community. While none
mention the ongoing uncertainties of the COVID-19 pandemic, the overarching
concern for how we might make connections and move forward together resonate
with our current historical moment. We hope they give our readers much to
consider.
Special thanks to Louise Fluk, Collection Development Librarian at LaGuardia
Community College, M. Anne O’Reilly, Electronic Resources Librarian at
LaGuardia Community College, and Dr. Leila Walker, Digital Scholarship
Librarian at Queens College, for their copyediting help.
Enjoy!
Derek Stadler and Leila Walker
Editors, Urban Library Journal
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